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Christmas Party

December 4, 2004

Please note a new time to meet at the Kirkwood station for leaving.  Please be there by 7:45 a.m. so we can be

assured of parking.  You may park to immediate West of station as well

as across the tracks at the reserved Amtrak spots.  Overflow will be

behind the Kirkwood City Hall.  

You will need parking permits from inside the station to place on windshields.

Next Meeting

January 11, 2005

7:00 p.m.

Bridgeton Trails Branch

of the

St. Louis County Librarys

Thirty-seven members of the Boeing Employees’ Railroad Club – St. Louis were present at the Bridgeton Trails Branch of the St. Louis County Library when President Bob Keeler called the regular monthly meeting to order on November 9, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

Secretary – Ron Hardy – The minutes of the October 2004 meeting were approved as published in the Roundhouse Review.  Motion to accept by Don Landschoot, second by Rich LaBeau.

Treasurer – Bruce Ketts  – The Treasurer’s report for October 2004 was accepted as presented

Councilor – Rich Young – The request for funds from the 2004 budget has been resubmitted to Recreation and they confirm that they received the e-mail and have forwarded it to Accounting for cutting a check.  I have also sent the invoice from St. Louis County Parks for the rental of Queeny Park to cover the funds we have requested.  I’m told it will be 2-3 weeks before Bruce sees the check.


I have completed and mailed to Pres. Bob for his signature the budget request for 2005.  We continue to become more retirees and fewer active employees, 37 actives and 53 retirees, plus 1 associate member.


I have heard nothing from Recreation as to important events in the near future.  We have a board meeting on 11/16 and if I hear anything significant I will pass it along as an e-mail to Bob for distribution to the club.  


Contrary to the rumor mill after last meeting, I am NOT retiring from the company.  I will have been Councilor for 14 years by the time of next election, and I think it is time to let somebody else have some fun.  I will remain on Boeing’s payroll for 5 to 8 more years if they don’t throw me out first.  Right now I am completing a class for pre-retirement to see just how long it will be before I can afford to retire.  If insurance rates continue to climb, I’ll be here until I’m 65 and can go on Medicare, and that’s a long way off.

CONDUCTORS’ REPORTS

Swap Meet – Wayne Schimmel – I had the flyers printed about a week ago to get a jump on the NMRA meet on November 6th.  Bruce Ketts took them to that show.  I have them here tonight so that members can take them to the shops they visit.  Remember to mark the list for the shops you are taking them to.


I made the map for the tables at the North County Complex and I can put at least 244 tables in.  Maybe more if I’m pressed.  I never know what to expect anymore.


I should have the contract soon from North County.  And we’ll get it back as soon as possible.


There will be more to follow as the set up there is radically different from Queeny Park.

  Our swap meet next spring will be held at the NORTH COUNTY COMPLEX on Redman Rd on April 2nd.

Roundhouse Review – Ron Hardy – Newsletter information is due no later November 22nd for the November newsletter.

Library – George Rees – Several books are available tonight for check out.

Contest – John Huebner – No report.

Tools – Bob Keeler – No report.

Freight Agent – Vic Dunajcik – I have a tote bag for Virginia Horn, an engineer’s hat for George Wampler and a polo shirt for George Rees.

Program – No report.

Magazine – Dale Schuk – No report.

Video Library – Dale Schuk – The following members have videos due back at this meeting: Afflick, Dunajick, Wampler and LaBeau.


William Affick: Please contact me at work, 234-1379, to make arrangements for the return of the long overdue VCR tapes you have checked out.
HO Modules – Jim McClain/Kevin Brown – We will set up for the St. Charles Railroad Club swap meet on Saturday, January 22nd.  We will be setting up in front of the large windows and it could get rather warm if it is sunny that day.  The St. Charles club will donate $100 to our club.

N Modules –Tom Mallien – We are working on providing a layout in Kirkwood Station during the Christmas season similar to the Ferguson display.  Tom is coordinating with Bill from the Museum of Transportation, who is also part time managing Kirkwood Station.  This looks doubtful due to the lack of space.


We have been asked by the Gateway Ntrak Club to join them at the Greatest American Hobby Show in January.  There is also a possibility of setting up with them at the GATS in Collinsville Thanksgiving weekend.


There will be a meeting of all interested parties, to discuss the use of the N modules, immediately after this meeting.

Trailers – Bob Leight – Personal Property bill for the trailers has been turn in to the Treasurer.  Still need to install the new lights for the small trailer. 

Trips – Bill Dowdy – The final income for the Cass trip was $1,100 in the black.  A separate report is being turned over to the Treasurer for the trip.


We have 2 people (1 couple) signed up for the Rome trip so far.  I talked to Global about how many was needed to run the trip and they have not committed to any set number so we can assume it will run for 10 people or less.  This trip includes 3 train trips; one to Florence, another to Naples and one to other Italian destination.  The cost will be in the neighborhood of $1770 per person for club members for 8 days.  I have extra flyers to give out for any friends that may want to go.  All club members as well as all names on the club’s mailing list will be notified.  If you are considering this trip, let me know.


We have started making reservations for the West Coast trip for 2005.  The tentative dates are Wednesday, September 14th through Tuesday, September 27th with 3 nights in San Francisco, 3 nights in Portland and 2 nights in Glacier National Park.  I have called Amtrak for reservations and am waiting their response.  We have tentative reservations in Glacier.


A one-day trip to Jackson, MO is being scheduled for April 23, 2005.  It will cost approximately $15 per person.

Web Site – Paul Stamer – No report.

Museum Volunteers – Bob Keeler – No report.

Club car – Don Landschoot – Club cars have been reduced to $7.50.  We have discovered several boxes of club cars that have had the last two road numbers omitted (478 instead of 47800).  This apparently was done to make changing the road number easier.  If you would like to exchange cars you have, please contact Ron Hardy.

OLD BUSINESS

We have openings for the positions of Program Conductor, Trip Conductor and Councilor.  The office of Councilor is an elected position and will be filled during the March elections.

The proposed budget for 2005 was presented.  Motion to adopt by John Huebner.  Second by Vic Dunajcik.  Bill Dowdy asked why the budget showed no income from Recreation.  It was explained that as of now we do not know whether or not we will receive anything, let alone how much.  The motion was passed by the members present.

Bill Dowdy reports he has 90 reservation for the Christmas party.  Ron Hardy made a motion to increase the funding to $4500.  Second by George Shindel. The motion was passed by the members present.  Bill noted that you would need to get a tag for your car from the agent in the Kirkwood Station otherwise you may receive an unexpected and unwelcome Christmas present from the city police department.

NEW BUSINESS

George Wampler reports the St. Louis Zoo is in need of a layout from December 26th through 30th.  This will be discussed at the N module meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rosters are available tonight.

Judevine’s Festival of the Trees will be held at the Marriott West Hotel, November 19th – 21st.

A limited number of “Charter Member” patches are available.  Charter members are those with badge numbers from 1 through 54.  Those who qualify, contact Ron Hardy.

Dale Schuk, John Huebner and Wayne Schimmel won door prizes.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Hardy, Secretary

Boeing Employees’ Railroad Club  

· St. Louis

###@@@@@###

Club Officers

President  Bob Keeler - work 232-9372, home - 314-434-8640;

Vice President Rich LaBeau - home 636-397-1952;

Secretary Ron Hardy - work 232-5744, home 314-739-7285; 

Treasurer Bruce Ketts - work 233-0737, home 314-389-0342;

 Councilor Rich Young - work 232-7131, home 314-837-3407

++++++++++

The KSC Santa Train will be at St. Louis Union Station 12/15 after 5 pm.  It will be in Godfrey, Il 12/16 from 3 to 6 pm  will be in Roodhouse, Il at 7 pm.

COMING EVENTS

December 4, 2004 – The Great St. Louis Christmas Train Show; Lutheran High School South; Tesson Ferry Rd.; $4.00

January 8-9, 2005 – World’s Greatest Hobby, America’s Center; $9.00.

January 22, 2005 – St. Charles Model Railroad Club – Trainfair 2005; Heart of St. Charles; $4.00

February 12, 2005 – The Dupo Show 2005; Dupo High School; $3.00

April 2, 2005 - Boeing Employees’ Railroad Club – Spring Swap Meet; North County Recreational Center; Redman Road.
June 15-18, 2005 - 2005 O Scale National Convention; Collinsville Gateway Center; Hosted by the Big Bend Railroad Club;

Over the past year, RailCruise America has received numerous requests for more children oriented trips.  However, due to the large costs involved with operating the train is has proven difficult to find opportunities for trips with children friendly prices.

Until now!  December 11, 2004 will mark our First Annual Santa Claus Express.

RailCruise America's First Annual Santa Claus Express will depart Union Station at 10:00 a.m. and at Noon for a one-hour trip around St. Louis.  All proceeds generated from the two trips will be donated to local Children's Hospitals and Children's Charities.  The Terminal Railroad Association of St. Louis has kindly donated the train operating crew and railroad – making this trip affordable for the entire family.

Santa Claus and his Helpers will be on board to spend some time with the children.  Soft drinks will be available for purchase.

This Holiday Season, help us support children in need and give your own kids an experience they won't forget!

 Price:            Children 15 and under - $20.00
                       Adults                      - $30.00

 

Are you looking for a memorable way to celebrate New Year’s Eve?  Look no further!  You and your friends/family can enjoy the unique experience of ushering in 2005 with a Champagne Toast at midnight as you ride the rails in the luxurious confines of our beautiful train.

 

The New Year’s Champagne Exclusive includes a 4-hour RailCruise with through St. Louis City and along the Mississippi River, complete with a complimentary bar, delicious hors d’oeuvres, a fabulous beef & lobster gourmet dinner, the Soulard Blues Band, party favors and bubbly Champagne!

 

Boarding will begin at 8:00 p.m. from Union Station and we’ll depart at 9:00 p.m.  Our return is schedule for 1:00 a.m. January 1, 2005.

 

The dress code is Black Tie optional.

 

Price:


 Dome Seating - $245.00 per person
 
Private Dome table for 2 - $590.00
           Parlor Seating - $195.00 per person
 
Private Club Table for 2 - $450.00
           Private Dining Room for 8 - $1,900.00
           Private Car (56 seats) - $9,900.00
 

 

We’ve had many inquiries regarding our 2005 schedule.  It’s coming soon, I promise, so look for it around December 8th.  We are planning a lot more fun and exciting day trips, weekend trips to Kansas City, Chicago, Indianapolis and beyond, along with our Murder Mysteries, wine dinners and special occasion cruises.

 

We are a growing company, thanks especially to all of you…, our wonderful guests.  All of your enthusiasm, comments and suggestions are a great help in propelling us forward and constantly thinking of new ways to improve our unique and wonderful service.

 

We wish you all a continued great 2004 and a very pleasant Holiday season.  We hope to see you all back onboard RailCruise America very soon.

 

BERRC Ntrak at St. Louis Zoo

24 December thru 30 December, 

Ann Weinerth, Manager of the St. Louis Zoo Friends Association Events of the St. Louis Zoo, has invited the Boeing Employees' Railroad Club to participate in the Zoo's POLAR BEAR EXPRESS celebration during the week immediately following Christmas 2004.  She would like us to set up our NTRAK layout in the lower level of the LIVING WORLD exhibition building on Friday morning, December 24, at 7:30 am.  We would operate the layout during daylight hours the following Sunday, Dec 26 through Thursday, Dec 30, 2004.  We plan on two shifts per day, three hours per shift, opening at 9:30 in the morning and closing at 3:30 in the afternoon.  The layout will be in a large room just off the lower level "Rotunda" area, and would be locked up whenever the layout was not in operation.  They will provide a discount on food at Lakeside Cafe (in the middle of the Zoo grounds, not far from The Living World), plus FREE PARKING in the North parking lot (also not far from The Living World)!  


Ideally, we would like to field seven people per session: two on the inside of the layout controlling the trains, one at each corner on the outside of the layout watching the trains (four corners), and one roaming around the outside the layout fixing the trains.  For a minimum staff, we would need one controller person inside and two watcher/fixer people outside.


Ann tells me that the Zoo will see well in excess of 10,000 people per day during the week following Christmas if the weather is anywhere decent, so we'll need lots of help watching trains (Big Eyes looking out for Little Fingers!)

Tom Mallien

Trolleys To Go

We are a non-profit, membership corp. Whose goal is to educate the public about streetcars and other urban transit, specifically the plan developed by entrepreneur Joe Edwards to put real streetcars back in the Delmar Loop area.  We also provide other grass-roots support for this project.


We invite you to join us.  We need your membership, your donations of money or other items on our wish list, your help spreading the word (word of mouth publicity always works best), your volunteer efforts on our project.  You may provide as much or as little as you wish, anything, large or small, is very welcome.


Please send a #10 stamped, self addressed envelope to receive several detailed flyers and other information.  You may also check out our web-site.


Several membership levels are available.  Associate $20; Special (student, youth and senior) $25; Basic $35; Contributing $50; Supporting $75; Partner $100; Sustaining $150; Benefactor $250; and Angel $500.  We also offer business/organization memberships which include free advertising in our journal.

Trolleys To Go, PO Box 2969, University City, MO  63130

Voice mail; 314-719-2813 Email; TrolleysToGo@trolleystogo.com  Web-site;  www.trolleystogo
2
2

