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Next Meeting

July 13, 2010    7:00 p.m.

Bridgeton Trails Branch of the

St. Louis County Library,

3455 McKelvey Rd.

Ed Duddy has lost his drivers license as a result of a hospital stay in January.  He would like to continue to attend meetings but is need of a ride.  Ed lives near Olive and Lindberg.  Anyone that can help, please call Ed at 314-994-7319.

Minutes of the Regular Meeting held

June 15, 2010

Twenty-four members of the Boeing Employees’ Railroad Club – St. Louis were present at the Bridgeton Trails Branch of the St. Louis County Library, when President Bob Keeler called the regular monthly meeting to order on June 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

Secretary – Ron Hardy – The minutes of the May meeting were approved as published in the Roundhouse Review.  Motion to accept by Don Landschoot.  Second by Dale Schuk.

Treasurer – Bruce Ketts – The Treasurer’s report for May was received as presented.  We have received notice that the Trip Fund is considered dormant.

Councilor – Mike Chizmar - PRO-99 has been approved.

CONDUCTORS’ REPORTS

Swap Meet – Wayne Schimmel – So far, I have 13 people signed up for 25 tables.

I took the flyers to the printer on June 4, 2010.  He should have the done soon and I’ll bring them to the July meeting.


I also contacted Queeny Park, since I hadn’t heard from them and Eric Johnson is sending me a contract for September.  He said we are all set.

All magazine ads have been placed.
Roundhouse Review – Ron Hardy – Any items you wish to have included in the June newsletter will be due June 30th.  Items for the July newsletter will be due July 28th.

Library – George Rees – No report.

Club Contest – No report.

Tools – Bob Keeler – No report.

Freight Agent – Vic Dunajcik – I gave away quite a few St. Louis Union Station Grand Opening Rededication coins and Mc Donnell Douglas Railroad Club belt buckles during the April meeting.  I brought a few of each along tonight in case there is anyone else who would like one.  They are free.
Programs – No report.

Magazines – Dale Schuk – Dale has ordered special publications: Locomotive 2010. Working on the Railroad, and How to Build More Layout in Less Space.

Missing magazines include Mainline Modeler – Nov ’04, Feb ’06; NScale – Nov/Dec ’05; Passenger Train Journal – 2007:2; Trains – Dec ’04, Sep ’05.

Overdue magazines include Model Railroader – May’10; Railroad & Railfan – Apr‘10; Trains – Mar’10, May’10;
Videos – Dale Schuk – Bob Leight has overdue videos.
HO Modules – Jim McClain/Kevin Brown – No report.

N Modules – Tom Mallien/Bob Keeler – We will display on Sunday, June 20th, for the Museum of Transport Open House.  Set up will be Saturday, June 19 at 5 pm after the museum closes.  We will run Sunday from 11 to 5 and then tear down.  Plans are to use the balloon modules.


A possible trip to Decatur in being planned for September.

Trailer – Bob Leight – No report.

Web Site – Mark Rudy – Continuing to update as information and photos are received.

Museum Volunteers – No report.

OLD BUSINESS

We still have openings for the positions of Program Conductor, Trip Conductor and Contest Conductor.

Dues for 2010-2011 are now past due.  On June 1st, we sent out 16 letters notifying members they were 60 days late in paying their dues.  We have received 7 renewals since.  Letters will go out July 1st to anyone who has not paid informing them they have been dropped from the rolls.

Bill Dowdy reported plans for the 2010 Christmas party. We will meet at the Kirkwood Amtrak Station on December 4th to board the 9AM train for Lee’s Summit, arrive in Lee’s Summit around 1:15 for lunch and return on the 4:30PM train.  We should arrive back in Kirkwood around 9PM.  The cost is $40 for the round trip train fare and lunch per person.  Please notify Bill if you intend on attending. 

NEW BUSINESS

George Rees presented the following report on the state of the library.

Due to changing circumstances in my life, the club library files need to be removed from my basement and find a new home.  Currently the collection consists of 12 five drawer file cabinets, two of which are still empty for expansion.  There is no horrendous rush on this but it needs to happen at some point.


I’ve listed the following discussion points:

1. Do we even want to keep the library?  It does not get used very much any more but is an excellent research tool should anyone want to use it.

2. If we want to keep it, will another member step forward to house it?  I am willing to remain the librarian if needed but logically the person storing the files would likely become the librarian.
3. If nobody will house it on their property, should we rent a storage space to house it?  There is a 10x10 climate controlled storage space near my house renting for $115 a month.  That’s a little too big but they do have a 5x15 which would be ideal.  There are cheaper places but they are not climate controlled.

4. If none of the above points work, would we consider giving it to another club or organization?  I have put out feelers to the NMRA and the Lionel club here in St. Louis with the idea that we would give the collection to them and since we are members of their organizations, or could become members, we would then be able to access the materials for research.

5. We unload the collection.

This will be discussed further at a later date.
Bill Dowdy announced a trip he is putting together for June 2011.  Travel will be mostly by rail throughout the northeast.  Bill Dowdy made a motion to allow up to a $3000 club subsidy if 20 or more attend the trip.  If less than 20 attend, there would be no subsidy.  The   money would be available to club members only.  The motion was seconded by Tony Vetter.  The motion was approved by the members in attendance.

Barry Flachsbart and his wife are considering rail trips in Switzerland next summer (probably the first week of July).  If interested, contact Barry.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ed Duddy was hospitalized in January, since has lost his drivers license.  He would like to continue to attend meetings but is need of a ride.  Ed lives near Olive and Lindberg.  Anyone that can help, please call Ed at 314-994-7319.

The Narrow Gauge Convention will be held in St. Charles, September 1 thru 4.  Contact Rich Young.

Bruce Ketts was the door prize winner.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Ron Hardy, Secretary

Boeing Employees’ Railroad Club – St. Louis

NATIONAL NARROW GAUGE CONVENTION – ST. LOUIS
SEPTEMBER 1-4

We promise a grand week of layout visits, clinics, new products, manufactures and narrow gauge camaraderie.  Early registration is $85, free for spouses and children under 16.  $100 after July 31st.  Download a registration form at our web site www.30ngconvention.org , Address questions to 

Bob Lenz, Registrar

 907 Parkfield Terrace

Manchester, MO 63021

or call 636-225-8583.


The St. Charles Convention Center has 35,000 sq. ft. of continuous floor space.  One of the largest venues ever for a narrow gauge convention.  The Embassy Suites Hotel is attached to the Convention Center.  Ask for the special convention rate of $129.  A list of overflow hotels is at www.30ngconvention.org .

Embassy Suites Hotel

Two Convention Center Plaza

St. Charles, Mo 63303

636—946-5544

Layout Tours:  There will be about 24 layouts on tour.  Primarily narrow gauge, but we will include a few noteworthy standard gauge layouts too.  The St. Louis area layouts will be open 12:30 to 5:00pm, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  The Jefferson City and Columbia, MO layouts will be open Wednesday and Sunday from noon to 4:00pm.  Check the web page for details and changes.

Clinics – We will operate six clinic rooms during the convention.  Special Figure Painting Clinic by Lyle and Alan Anderson, owners of The Aspen Modeling Company.  This 2-hour, hands on clinic will be given twice.  Limited to 30 people per clinic. $15 fee includes a figure in your scale (S or O), paints and brushes.  One Attendee per paid registration.

Switzerland Trip
Barry Flachsbart and his wife are considering rail trips in Switzerland next summer (probably the first week of July).  The plan is to ride all four of the famous trips: Glacier Express, Bernina Express, Golden Pass and William Tell, using an 8-day Swiss Pass.  To avoid moving around too much, they plan to use Chur and Lucerne as base cities for parts of the trip.  This is a trip for people who REALLY like to ride trains – some long days and some fairly quick connections, too.  If interested in seeing details, contact Barry at barryf@mst.edu or at 314-434-0471; or contact Bill Dowdy at bdowdy@swbell.net or at 636-532-5870.  Descriptions should also be available at the club meeting.

New England Trip

The BERC voted at the meeting June 15th to sponsor a trip subsidized by $3000 to New England the last 2 weeks of June 2011.  The trip will be open to all members and their guests.  The minimum number for the club sponsorship is 20 members and the maximum is 40 people.  Bill and Bettie Dowdy are the acting trip conductors.


The trip will consist as follows:

Rail – St. Louis to Pittsburgh (overnight on the Capital)

1 day in Pittsburgh

Rail – Pittsburgh to New York on the Pennsylvania (over Horseshoe Curve)

3 nights in New York City

Rail – New York to ST. Albans (Vermonter day trip)

2 nights in St. Albans (ride Conway Scenic)

2 nights in Bar Harbor

2 nights in Portland, ME

Rail – to Boston

1 night in Boston

Rail – Boston to St. Louis via New York on the Lake Shore (overnight)

The price will be formalized at the next meeting.  A $100 deposit will secure reservations for your entire group.  The rebate of $3000 will be divided at the end of the trip among the club members going.
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